PARTI 
Tigrinya and its Alphabet 



Tigrinya uses a special writing system called the "Ge'ez" (or 
"Ethiopic") alphabet (or syllabary). The earliest inscription in 
Ge*ez is without vowels. However, at some point in the distant 
past, the vowels of the language began to be written by way of 
small additions or modifications to the consonants preceding them. 
Thus, although Arabic and Hebrew are usually written without 
vowels (or "unpointed"), languages that use the Ge*ez alphabet are 
always vowelled. 

The normal syllable in Tigrinya is considered to be a consonant 
followed by a vowel. If a consonant ends a syllable, the sixth, 
neutral vowel is used with it. Most consonants are written in seven 
slightly different forms corresponding to the traditional seven 
vowels. The next table shows the vowels, including their traditional 
names. The system of vowels applied to all the consonants is 
exhibited in the alphabet chart, commonly called "ha hu" after the 
first two letters. 



order sound transliteration example 



nim 


1st 


e as in den (or a) 


e (or a) 


V 


ha/ he 


i^fl 


2nd 


u as in lute. 


u 




Ih 


hu 


-lAA 


3rcl 


e as in sea 


i 




^ 


hi 


AAA 


4th 


a as in f^er 


a 




y 


ha 


JiTA 


5th 


ie as in Vietnam 


ie 




% 


hie 


AWI 


6th 


(neutral or null) 


(not 


fixed) 


U 


h 


4<U 


7th 


5 as in vote 


o 




If 


ho 



The alphabet chart shows the Ge'ez letters including some that 
jir rarely seen. The column of pronunciations is given as a help for 
using the chart and memorizing the letters. The actual sounds of 
Ac letters, not to mention how to read them in context, can only 
be learned from an informant. 

The traditional sound of the first vowel is e , but for a few letters 
dbc first vowel was sounded a , the same as the 4th vowel. These 
exceptions were notably U , Wi , and ^i . Recently in Eritrea, and 
lie the field especially, the alphabet has been written in a more 
coctsistent way, so that in the 1st form these three characters are 
given the vowel e , like the other letters. This means that the letter 
h is now being displaced by the 4th form h in many words. The 
pronunciation of the words is the same in the old spelling and in 
die ntr^\ For example, ^ift** and ht^ are the same word 
pronounced the same way, but the spelling with h is preferred. 

The letters as normally printed conform closely to those 
produced in handwriting done by scribes with calligraphic pens 
that var)^ the width of the strokes according to their direction. 
\>rtical strokes are wide and horizontal ones are narrow. 
HandwTiting done with other pens or pencils does not reproduce 
this feature and is not standardized. 







The 


Tigrinya 


Alphabet 











l^ 


t 


Y 


% 


u 


If 


h 


A 


A^ 


A. 


A 


A, 


A 


ft- 


1 


di 


rh- 


rh. 


'h 


rfb 


hx 


ih 


h pharyngeal 


ao 


0O* 


'^ 


tnf 


'^ 


JP 


r 


m 


UJ 


IM 


"«. 


•7 


"*. 


Z*' 


r 


s old style 


L 


4. 


6 


<j. 


<& 


c 


G 


r 


ti 


rt- 


Cl 


A 


A. 


A 


A 


s 


n 


ff- 


it 


-n 


It 


TT 


1^ 


sh 


^ 


* 


* 


^ 


* 


^ 


^ 


q 


¥ 


? 


? 


^ 


^ 


•^ 


? 


q laryngeal 


a 


n- 


a 


n 


n. 


-fl 


n 


b 


-f- 


-fc 


-t 


;^ 


-fr 


^ 


-f^ 


t 


^ 


^ 


^ 


^ 


^ 


^ 


y 


di 


-^ 


-% 


-t 


;5' 


-i 


'V 


-^ 


h 


V 


Y 


^ 


T 


% 


7 


T 


n 


T 


-f 


t 


? 


t 


^ 


-^ 


ii 


h 


K. 


K 


>i 


h. 


X 


h 


' glottal stop 


h 


h. 


h 


h 


h. 


h 


h 


k 


Ti 


fh 


% 


•n 


U 


Ti 


T^ 


ch \och 


(D 


m, 


*e 


*p 


« 


fl>- 


^ 


W 





O 


'i. 


** 


**. 


^ 


? 


' Ar. ayin 


ti 


ih 


H. 


H 


ti. 


-M 


H 


z 


IT 


IP 


IC 


If 


1C 


^ 


TT 


zn azure 


? 


^ 


^ 


>» 


p. 


^ 


f- 


y 


^ 


«. 


-1 


•? 


^ 


^ 


^ 


d 


% 


^ 


K 


^ 


K 


je 


^ 


j 


1 


7- 


^ 


;? 


^ 


1 


^ 


g 



m 


nv 


m. 


«? 


m. 


T 


rn 


t plosive 


40. 


O^b 


6R. 


tfl^ 


£EIP 


tfp. 


^ 


ch plosive 


A 


A. 


A. 


it 


A. 


A- 


A 


P 


X 


J^ 


31 


^ 


3(, 


x- 


Si 


ts plosive 





0- 


t. 


f 


% 


d 


p 


X old style 


^ 


^ 


^ 


4. 


^ 


^ 


C 


f 


T 


T 


T 


;r 


T 


T 


;^ 


p 


n 




a 


n 


a 


^ 


p 


V 


h- 




h^ 


t\ 


li. 


If- 




kw 


TV. 




TK 


-^ 


-8. 


ft 




khw 


« 




*«• 


^ 


^ 


^ 




qw 


% 




^ 


W 


^ 


^ 




qw laryng( 


-J- 




r« 


^ 


;i 


r- 




gW 


-^ 




-v. 


A 


:i 


-v. 




hw 


d. 


"X 


^ 


A 


a 


a 




other forms 


* 


m 


s 


£ 


"K 


»t 






J&, 


^ 


«l 


& 


A 









Serd£%%XUl numerals 

123456789 10 

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 



punctuation 



TIGRINYA GRAMMAR 
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